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Ahmadu Bello University, ZariaAhmadu Bello University, Zaria

Vision Vision 

Mission Mission 

Ahmadu Bello University shall be a world-class university comparable 
to any other, engaged in imparting contemporary knowledge, using high 
quality facilities and multi-disciplinary approaches, to men and women of 

all races, as well as generating new ideas and intellectual practices 
relevant to the needs of its immediate community, 

Nigeria and the world at large.

To advance the frontiers of learning and break new grounds, through 
teaching, reaserch and the dissemination of knowledge of the highest 
quality; to establish and foster national and international integration, 
development and the promotion of African traditions and cultures; 

to produce high-level human power and enhance capacity-building 
through retaining, in order to meet the needs and challenges 

of the catchment area, Nigeria and the rest of the world.
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Ingino Voh

Ahmadu Bello University,

Editorial Team

his end-of-year 2015 edition of ABU 
News provides the internal and Texternal reader a collection of vital and 

interesting stories, interviews and other 
information that would serve as a collectors-
piece.  
The historic investiture of the 7th Chancellor 
of Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria, His 
Majesty, Nnaemeka Alfred Ugochukwu 
Achebe, the Obi of Onitsha, provides the cover 
story. The official installation of Igwe Alfred 
Achebe, CFR, mni, was a grand occasion that 
attracted the entire University community and 
her friends from all works of life who 
converged at the Mamman Kontagora Square 
for the memorable event. 
The edition also contains details from the 
University inaugural lecture series, at which 
Professor Jerry Buhari of the Department of 
Fine Arts in his paper entitled “Visual Arts as 
Knowledge Production,” attributed the 
international recognition to his works on his 
focus on human condition and his interest in 
creating art works that engages on issues of 
environmental management and the 
destructive attitude of modern man. 
ABU News also extends its hearty 
congratulations to Dr. Ahmed Tijani Mora, 
mni, as the newly elected Alumni National 
President, Ahmadu Bello University. This 
edition also brings the reader other interesting 
stories. 
Happy reading!

A Publication of  Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria

NewsABU Editor-in-Chief’s Editor-in-Chief’s 

DeskDeskDesk
FROM 
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n a regal and colorful ceremony 
ston Saturday 21  November I2015, the Ahmadu Bello 

University Community and its 
friends from all walks of life 
converged  fo r  the  o ff i c ia l  
installation of 7th Chancellor, HRM 
Igwe Alfred Achebe, CFR, MNI, the 
Obi of Onitsha. The Governing 
Council and Management of the 
University went on full throttle to 
ensure that the occasion was 
memorable.  

In his welcome address at the 
investiture ceremony, the Vice 
Chancellor, Professor Ibrahim 
Garba on behalf of the Governing 
Council, Senate and the entire 

u n i v e r s i t y  c o m m u n i t y  
congratulated His Royal Majesty; 
the Obi of Onitsha on his well-
deserved appointment, saying the 
University looks forward to tap into 
the  Chancel lor ' s  weal th  of  
experience and goodwill. 

Prof. Garba also specifically 
thanked the Visitor for the 
appointment of such a versatile 
personality as Chancellor to this 
great university. He stated that 
bearing the pedigree of the 
Chancellor, he foresee a great future 
for the university. The Visitor was 
ably represented by the Hon. 
Minister of State, Education, Prof. 
Anthony Anwuka at the occasion. 

The Vice Chancellor went 
ahead to espouse the cosmopolitan 
mix in both the staff and students at 
that Ahmadu Bello University, 
stating that ABU is truly the only 
national university in Nigeria today. 
He remarked that the investiture of 

ththe Obi of Onitsha as the 7  
Chancellor of the University had 
further deepened this unique 
characteristic of the ABU. He stated 
that ABU stands as a symbol of both 
national unity and peaceful co-
existence even in the face of the 
contemporary challenges in the 
country today. 

Upon his installation, the 
Chancellor in his speech expressed 

COVER STORY

INVESTITURE OF HIS ROYAL MAJESTY,

NNAEMEKA ALFRED ACHEBE, THE OBI OF ONITSHA, 
THAS THE 7  CHANCELLOR OF AHMADU BELLO UNIVERSITY, ZARIA 

By Nasir Bello & Adamu Mohammed

From left: The Registrar, Dr. Isah Mohammed Abbas; University Orator, Dr. Sadiq Mohammed Abubakar 
and the 7th University Chancellor, Alfred Ugochukwu Achebe, during the Investiture  
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gratitude to God Almighty and also 
thanked the Federal Government for 
finding him worthy to be the 
Chancellor of this great citadel of 
education and learning. He lauded 
foresight and wisdom of the 
founding father of the university 
Alhaji Sir Ahmadu Bello, Sardauna 
of Sokoto of blessed memory. He 
also stated that he was in awe and 
trepidation on learning that he 
would become a successor to Alhaji 
Sir Ahmadu, who was the first 
Chancellor, but also thrilled to be 
succeeding his good friend and 
royal brother, His Eminence, Alhaji 
Sa'ad Abubakar, CFR, mni, Sultan 
of Sokoto, who vacated the position 
to become Chancellor of the 
University of Ibadan in the noble 
quest of sustaining the binding 
forces of our national unity.  

His Royal Majesty mentioned 
in his address that this university is 
by far the largest and most extensive 

in sub-Saharan Africa and boasts of 
a most impressive roll of alumni. 
Saying he became even more aware 
of the responsibilities bestowed on 
him as Chancellor and Head of this 
great institution after embarking on 
a guided tour around the University. 
He added that, such a distinctive 
role must therefore, be perceived 
with utmost humility and sense of 
duty.

The Chancellor said he brings to 
his role as Chancellor a sincere 
commitment to work with all 
stakeholders to move the university 
to even greater heights in its quest to 
serve God and humanity according 
to its founding philosophy. Whilst 
the position is commonly seen as 
largely titular and honorary, he 
believe firmly that anyone so 
elevated has a duty to reciprocate 
that distinction by giving all within 
his ability to advance the cause of 
the institution.

His Royal Majesty also noted 
that the recent change of political 
leadership in the country and 
indicated that it has given us a new 
perspective on the state of affairs in 
the country particularly the national 
economy. He further stated that his 
remarks are not on the economy per 
say but rather on our mindset as a 
nation, which, if not changed, will 
frustrate every measure to redress 
the economic decline. 

He affirmed that education and 
learning are not an end by 
themselves, but a means to 
achieving a better world and future 
for our children. Thus, our 
universities, as centers' of education 
and learning, must constantly 
e n g a g e  w i t h  o u r  n a t i o n a l  
cha l l enges ,  and  shou ld  be  
sufficiently strong and dynamic to 
effectively do so. 

th
The 7  Chancellor reiterated his 

statement in an interview with ABU 

COVER STORY

His Majesty, Alfred Ugochukwu Achebe, the Obi of Onitsha, being decorated with Chancellor’s gown by Pro-Chancellor & Chairman, 
University Governing Council, Arc. Mohammed Dewu (right) and assisted by the Vice Chancellor, Prof. Ibrahim Garba
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News, that good education is the 
greatest investment that a parent can 
make in a child, or a nation in her 
citizenry, and that it is human capital 
that indisputably drives all aspects 
of development. As the breeding 
ground for human capital and the 
advancement of knowledge, the 
University must willy-nilly be 
central to the transformation that 
this country aspires to, and 
deserves, for true greatness. 

The Chancellor then urged all 
the Nigerian Universities to look 
into some serious and immediate 
issues which include high demand 
for tertiary education amongst our 
teeming population and the ability 
of our Universities to cope, the 
mismatch or imbalance in number, 
quality and discipline between the 
needs of the employers of 

manpower and the output of the 
universities and tertiary institutions.   

He then recommended that in 
order to successfully address these 
myriad of challenges facing the 
universities, a more secure financial 
base becomes imperative as a 
prerequisite for effective pursuit of 
long term plans and strategies. 
There are two aspects to the 
financial challenge, namely, 
seriously creating independent 
sources of income over and above 
government subventions and grants 
from donor agencies, and becoming 
more prudent,  modern, and 
innovative in the management of 
available financial resources.  

Concluding his speech, the 
Chancellor said he is convinced that 
Ahmadu Bello University with its 
founding philosophy, history of 

growth and development, enviable 
location in this ancient kingdom of 
Zaria and proximity to the 
metropolitan cities of Kaduna and 
Abuja, and a most illustrious roll of 
alumni, is eminently positioned to 
rise above these and other dynamic 
challenges facing our tertiary 
education system, and significantly 
enhance its leadership position in 
improving the world that we live in. 
He stated that this great university is 
well positioned to play a leading 
role in the positive and sustainable 
change that His Excellency, 
President Muhammadu Buhari 
seeks for our nation, therefore, 
calling on all stakeholders and 
people of goodwill to join hands and 
support the university to achieve 
this lofty goal and as the Chancellor, 
he will do his own honest best in this 

COVER STORY

His Majesty, Alfred Ugochukwu Achebe, the Obi of Onitsha, receiving certificate and plague from the Vice Chancellor, 
Prof. Ibrahim Garba and the Registrar, Dr. Isah Mohammed Abbas, while supported by his wife
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regard. 
In his speech at the occasion the 

Visi tor,  represented by the 
Honorable Minister of State, 
Education, congratulated the entire 
University community for the 
appointment of such a remarkable 
personality in person of HRM 
Alfred Achebe, the Obi of Onitsha, 
as a Chancellor to the University. He 
stated that his Majesty's starling 
academic qualities and his vast 
w e a l t h  o f  K n o w l e d g e  a n d  
experience in both public and 
private sectors have combined to 
make a proper choice of a royal 
father to administer this premier 
University.

He mentioned that his Majesty's 
thappointment as the 7  Chancellor to 

the ABU is coming at a time when 
the culture of peace, harmony and 
tranquility, which according to him 
are key elements needed in any 

scholarly environment, are highly 
required. He urged on members of 
the University Community to 
extend their goodwill to the 
Chancellor and remain committed 
to the work at hand so as to further 
uplift the university and Nigeria not 
only in the eyes of Nigerians but the 
international community as well.

In conclusion he mentioned that 
government is not unaware of the 
t e a m i n g  p r o b l e m s  f a c i n g  
Universities in the country, but 
admonished all to work towards 
positive change in the country. He 
called on the Managers of the 
Universities to on their part key-into 
the wave of change across the 
country. He called on the ABU as 
pace a setter to avoid all corrupt 
tendencies and focus on its mission 
of imparting sound knowledge and 
conducting research.

COVER STORY

The Chancellor is 

convinced that Ahmadu 

Bello University with its 

founding philosophy, 

history of growth and 

development, enviable 

location in this ancient 

kingdom of Zaria and 

proximity to the 

metropolitan cities of 

Kaduna and Abuja, and a 

most illustrious roll of 

alumni, is eminently 

positioned to rise above 

these and other dynamic 

challenges facing our 

tertiary education system

“
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From left: His Majesty, Nnaemeka Alfred Ugochukwu Achebe, the Obi of Onitsha & ABU Chancellor; 
His Royal Highness, Alh. (Dr.) Shehu Idris, Emir of Zazzau; Minister of State, Education, Prof. Anthony Anwuka; Pro-Chancellor & Chairman, 

ABU Governing Council, Arc. Mohammed Dewu and the Registrar, Dr. Isah Mohammed Abbas, in a group photograph after the ceremony

The Vice Chancellor, Prof. Ibrahim Garba; 



n continuation to the promotion 
of the ideals of sound academic Idiscourse in Ahmadu Bello 

University, Professor Jerry Buhari 
of the Department of Fine Arts, 
Faculty of Environmental Design 
presented an inaugural lecture at the 
Assembly Hall on September 9, 
2015 titled: “The Visual Arts as 
Knowledge Production”. For the 
first time in its chequered history, 
this was the first time an inaugural 
l ec tu re  had  the  Cha i rman  
Govern ing  Counci l  o f  the  
university and other members in 
attendance. 

Professor Buhari in the 
beginning of his lecture proffered 
that, in normal circumstances and in 
a university that aspires to meets its 
mandate; there are certain traditions 
that must be observed. He stated, 
“one of them is the inaugural 
lecture and the valedictory lecture.”

The erudite lecturer went on to 
state that, “these rituals are said to 
define the passage of an academic 
in a university setting. The 
traditions that characterise a 
university are timeless and well 
defined and inaugural lecture is one 
of them.”

He further affirmed that, “it is 
some of these traditions that lured 
some of us into this hallowed 
landscape of intellectual quest.” 
Buha r i ,  con t inued  mak ing  
reference to the work of another 
scholar,  Professor Anya,  a  
professor of zoology at the 
University of Nigeria, Nsukka, who 
described an inaugural lecture as 
one that, “serves to announce the 
arrival on the intellectual scene of a 
new and promising avatar.  
Justifying the process of his 
qualifications for admission into 
the exclusive club of the keepers of 
the temple of the intellect.”

INAUGURAL LECTURE

According to Professor Buhari, 
an inaugural lecture is like a treatise 
that set out to present a statement of 
account of the scholar while setting 
out a 'roadmap' that defines his 
academic adventure for the benefit 
of humanity. He said, “Anya 
considers a valedictory lecture as a 
'retrospective' of an academic's 
scholarship and believes that such a 
lecture should set some guidelines 
and teaser for future academic 
work.”

He prayed, “If I have the 
privilege to retire properly in this 
uncertain national landscape it will 
be my privilege and honour to 
deliver my valedictory lecture at 
the point of my exit in this revered 
Ivory Tower.”

The real content of the 
inaugural lecture delved into a wide 
range of issues in art. This include; 
the terrain of the visual arts today; 
knowledge production and the 

visual arts. the nature of the 
presenter's scholarship and how he 
became an artist and a lecturer, his 
work as an art lecturer and the 
challenges of being an artist 
academic. 

Other aspects discussed were, 
intellectuality art exhibitions in the 
a c a d e m i a ,  t h e  F i n e  A r t s  
Department in the Ahmadu Bello 
University, Zaria and of course 
teaching art itself. He also talked on 
postgraduate programmes in the 
studio (MFA and Ph.D degree 
programmes).    

Typical of most erudite 
scholars, the lecturer went on to 
reflect on a selection of some 
images of his creative works. The 
images represented works done 
from the late 1970s to date; this was 
to illustrate how art pedagogy has 
evolved from the western academic 
tradition of the colonial to the post-
colonial era where issues of 

Inaugural Lecture Series: 
Visual Arts As Knowledge Production 

Professor Jerry Buhari 

By Ahmadu A. Is'haq
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nationalism, identity, political 
emancipation and the pursuance of 
daily living influenced and defined 
wha t  we  today  r ega rd  a s  
contemporary modern Nigerian art. 

At the peak of the images was 
an illustration of Professor Buhari's 
current direction and how his works 
h a d  f o u n d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
recognition. He said, “It is my hope 
that these images will give you a 
small glimpse of the legacy of 
Nigeria's pioneer art school that is a 
significant part of the history of 
contemporary modern art in 
Africa.”

The Lecturer lucidly illustrated 
on these issues: early beginnings 
(mastering the academic style), 
drawings, print, socio-political 
commentaries painting and water 
colours, unconventional media, 
environmental issues, sacrificial 
pot-global village, melting planet 
series and conceptual works 
(installations). 

From the images he presented it 
was obvious that Professor Jerry 
Buhari's work had assumed greater 
focus on the human condition. He 
expressed: “I am more interested in 
creating art works that engage 
i s s u e s  o f  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  
management and the destructive 
attitude of modern man on his/her 
relationship with the environment.” 
Buhari said, “I also include his 
fellow human being. I see that there 
is  a general  shift  towards 
destruction; most of the times, self-
des t ruct ion that  extend to  
neighbours. These are some of the 
areas that interest me. The price is 
that the works may not put food on 
the table. But that is alright.”

Professor Buhari's presentation 
again shared with the public, works 
that he has had created from the 
middle 70s to date. It was clear 
from the presentation that, the 
public had witnessed how his 
works had changed from what may 
be considered familiar and 
acceptable as art to something that 
he said, “he thinks quite a number 

of people who listened to his lecture 
will sincerely wonder whether this 
can be taken seriously as art.”

Restating his point of view, the 
lecturer remarked, “well, that is 
really the point. Art does not seek to 
meet any specific expectations; in 
fact, the more obvious a work 
assumes to be art(tistic), the more it 
finds expression elsewhere.”

However, what makes art one 
of the most exciting disciplines and 
vocation is that it is self-sustaining, 
it generates its own energy, 
c h a l l e n g e  t r a d i t i o n s  a n d  
established canons. By so doing, it 

opens up to our thinking and 
imaginations to horizons that lead 
to new discoveries. Through art, 
humanity may not be bored and life 
is given refreshment and hope – 
Professor Buhari's presentation 
concluded. 

The Chairman of the Occasion 
and the Vice Chancellor of Ahmadu 
Bello University, Zaria, Professor 
Ibrahim Garba, commended the 
s c h o l a r  f o r  a  w o n d e r f u l  
presentation which he described as 
“purely artistic in concept.” As part 
of the tradition, the Vice Chancellor 
presented a souvenir to the lecturer.    

The Vice Chancellor, Prof. Ibrahim Garba, presenting a plague to Prof. Jerry Buhari 
in appreciation of the lecture he delivered

A cross section of audience during the lecture

INAUGURAL LECTURE
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he PTDF Professorial 
C h a i r  i n  C h e m i c a l  TEngineering department 

at Ahmadu Bello University, 
Zaria has been able to develop 
new process routes through 
which high quality zeolites 
(Zeolite Y and ZSM-5) were 
produced from kaolin from 
Kankara town in Katsina State. 

It has been found that, the 
ZSM-5 prepared also had shorter 
crystallization time of 4 days 
when compared to 7 days for 
conventional methods. The 
zeolites were blended and 
compounded into catalysts and 
tested both within and outside the 
country. 

Ahmadu Bello University, 
Zaria Professorial Chair in 
C h e m i c a l  E n g i n e e r i n g  
department is one out of eight 
PTDF professorial chairs in 
Nigeria. The occupant of the 

chair, Professor A.S. Ahmed, was 
the speaker at the seminar which 
took place at the Assembly Hall 
of Samaru campus of the 
University. 

The Executive Secretary 
PTDF, Mr. Femi Ajayi was 
represented by Mrs. Jacqueline 
Guye at the occasion. 

Professor A.S. Ahmed has 
completed his tenure and the 
Ahmadu Bello University is 
looking forward to occupy the 
chair once again. 

NEWS

Chemical Engineering Holds Seminar on Production 
of Zeolite Catalysts from Kankara Kaolin
By Ahmadu A. Is'haq

Professor A. S. Ahmed

From right: Representative of PTDF Executive Secretary, Mrs. Jacqueline 
Guye; Vice Chancellor, ABU Zaria, Prof. Ibrahim Garba; DVC Academics, 
Prof. Ezra Bako Amans and other members of the high-table at the seminar

A cross section of participants during the seminar

“It has been found that, 
the ZSM-5 prepared also 

had shorter crystallization 
time of 4 days when 

compared to 7 days for 
conventional methods... 

The zeolites were blended 
and compounded into 

catalysts and tested both 
within and outside 

the country
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he Group Head of 
FCMB, Mr. Olajide TBandipo and his team 

informed the Vice Chancellor, 
Professor Ibrahim Garba, of 
their intent to renovate and 
modernize the University's main 
gate and also build a service 
kiosk within the university as a 
way of giving back to the 
university. 

Mr. Bandipo said this during 
a courtesy visit paid to the Vice 
Chancellor in his office, adding 
that, it is part of their corporate 
social responsibilities to further 
s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  c o r d i a l  
relationship between the bank 
and the University which they 
said already exists. 

The Group Head also 
mentioned that plans are on the 
way to make beneficial the 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  
management and facilitate 
direct services to staff and 
students that would leave them 
satisfied. The proposed kiosk 
will have the facility to render 
24hour radio and internet 
services. 

Mr. Bandipo added that as 
one of the northern premier 
Universities in Nigeria, the 
institution needs modern 
upliftment hence their decision 
to get approval from the Vice 
Chancellor and the management 
to present a state of the art 
design for a new main gate. If 
approved, they will go ahead 
and build it in the University, 
which according to him, would 
give more prestige to the 
University.   

NEWS

FCMB Initiates Plan to 
Restructure ABU Main Gate
By Zainab Abdullahi Musa

The Group Head of FCMB, Mr. Olajide Bandipo, explaining a point to the Vice Chancellor

The FCMB delegation receiving a sourvenir from the Vice Chancellor, Prof. Ibrahim Garba

The Vice Chancellor, Prof. Ibrahim Garba flanked by FCMB Group Head and other delegates
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r. James Anan from 
Nigeria country Moffice of ESRI 

donated a free Environmental 
System Research Institute 
(ESRI) software technology 
worth five thousand dollars 
($5,000) for a three year period 
to Ahmadu Bello University 
Zaria. In addition, he requested 
the university to nominate two 
members of its staff who will 
be trained on the usage of the 
software at Accra-Ghana.

C h a n c e l l o r  t o  g i v e  s p e c i a l  
consideration to these villages as 
catchment areas in terms of 
admission and employment.

The Vice Chancellor promised to 
carry the neighbouring communities 
along in all the University activities 
that are related to them. He 
appreciated and thanked the 

communities for the good and cordial 
relationship, urging them to 
appreciate the administration's efforts 
of working with their communities.

Mallam Bello, a religious leader 
in Samaru, during his visit, assured 
the Vice Chancellor of their full 
support and assistance throughout his 
tenure.

NEWS

By Zainab Abdullahi Musa

ESRI DONATES SOFTWARE TO ABU

he neighbouring Village Heads Tof Bomo, Gyallesu and Samaru, 
assured the Vice Chancellor of their 
maximum support and cooperation in 
moving the University forward. 
This assurance was relayed through 
the Hakimin Bomo, Alhaji Jafaru 
Ibrahim, who then urged the Vice 

Strengthening Ties with the Neighbouring Communities 

Community leaders discussing with the
Vice Chancellor, Prof. Ibrahim Garba 
and DVC, Administration, Prof. Ibrahim 
Na’iya Sada, at the VC’s office

The Vice Chancellor, Prof. Ibrahim Garba receiving the software from Mr. James Anan 

By Nafisa Ahmad Muhammad
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h e  M a c A r t h u r  
Foundat ion,  Uni ted TStates  of  America ,  

supported the Department of 
Community Medicine, Ahmadu 
Bello University Zaria, to 
establish a centre of excellence in 
reproductive health at the 
department. Students of Master 
of Public Health (MPH) were 
also awarded scholarship and 
research grants. 

Represented by the Deputy 
Vice Chancellor Academics, 
Professor Amans Bako Ezra, the 
Vice Chancellor, congratulated 
the department for the noble 
gesture and charged them on the 
expectations of the social 
community. “It is one thing to 
have a programme and it is 
another to take the programme to 
the larger community.” The Vice 
Chancellor reiterated. Items 
bought for support of service 
areas are 13 stethoscope, 13 
s p h y g m o m a n o m e t e r ,  3 2  
thermometer, 26 measuring tape, 
10 Macintosh, 20 bed linings, 8 
bed screens (stainless), 8 staining 
scale-adult, 6 weighing scale-
infant, 4 drip stand (stainless), 8 
plastic seats, 2 haematocrit 
meter, 4 glucometer, 12 stainless 
steel seats and 6 infrared 
thermometer. 

The recipients of scholarship 
are, Nafisa Mamoon (MPH/ 
MED/47407/12-13), Asiya 
M o h a m m e d  K o l o  

(MPH/MED/36543/12-13),  
Murjanatu Abubakar Gulma 
( P 1 3 / M D C M / 8 0 4 1 )  a n d  
Nwachukwu Teresa Ekaete (P13/ 
MDCM/8047) respectively. 

While the recipients of 
research grants are, Sani 

Hammad (MPH/MED/47407/ 
1 2 - 1 3 ) ,  A l h a m d u  M a g a  
(MPH/MED/41630/12-13),  
Salawu Muhammad Tijjani 
(MPH/MED/38678/12-13) and 
B o l a j i  A h m e d  I b r a h i m  
(MPH/MED/30799/12-13). 

NEWS

MacArthur Centre of Excellence in 
Reproductive Health Awards Scholarship to 
MPH Students, Donate Hospital Equipments
By Ahmadu A. Is'haq

One of the MPH students, Teresa Nwachukwu Ekaete, receiving her scholarship award 

The DVC Academics, Prof. Amans Bako Ezra, inspecting the equipments donated
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h e  N a t i o n a l  A l u m n i  
Association, Ahmadu Bello TUniversity, Zaria held its 

Annual General Assembly (AGA) 
meeting in the Main Campus, ABU 
Zaria. The AGA coincided with the 
Association's National Executive 
Council Election, which holds after 
every two years. 

Activities marking the AGA 
commenced with a public lecture 
by the Pro-Chancellor/Chairman 
ABU Governing Council, Arc. 
Mohammed Dewu.  In the address, 
the Chairman of Council attributed 
the reputation of the university to 
the quality of teaching or the 
knowledge it had imparted on its 
graduates as well as the successes 
that they achieve years upon 

graduation from the university. He 
added that there is hardly any sector 
– public or private in Nigeria today, 
that an alumnus or alumni of ABU 
could not be found to be excelling. 
He stated that ABU alumni abound 
in all fields of human endeavor and 
a r e  m a k i n g  t r e m e n d o u s  
contributions. 

He also stated that the business 
of all institutions of learning should 
be about students, past and present. 
“This is not to minimize the vital 
role lecturers and other members of 
staff play in the life of a University, 
but students are unique in the sense 
that they will forever fill a role – 
whether they are current students or 
long graduated.” A University 
should strive to keep track of its 
students after leaving its walls, as 
they start a new life in the larger 

society. Failure to do so will be 
grave mistake. This is because 
alumni do help in no small measure 
in creating a university's reputation, 
especially if those alumni have 
been successful in public life. 

Arc. Mohammed Dewu further 
said “it is this reputation which the 
University has acquired partly due 
to your achievements that explains 
why ABU has become a University 
of first choice to thousands of 
applicants seeking admission, year 
in and year out.” He also reiterated 
that maintaining an excellent 
U n i v e r s i t y,  w i t h  h i g h - e n d  
equipment, qualified and motivated 
staff and good environment for 
learning requires huge funding. 
With reduced funding, in real terms, 
from our funders, which is likely to 
be our lot due to the current 

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

Mora Ushered-in As President, 
ABU National Alumni Association

By Zainab Abdullahi Musa
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predicament, we have to beam our 
search light to areas of alternative 
funding. One such area is our large 
alumni population. Our activities in 
this direction have in the past 
yielded good results. 

A total of 129 Delegates from 
various chapters all over the 
country were screened for the 
Alumni National Executive 
elections. The election took place 

th
on the following day on the 15  of 
August 2015. The position of the 
N a t i o n a l  P r e s i d e n t ,  w a s  
unopposed. Thus Dr. Ahmed Tijani 
Mora, mni, emerged as President of 
the  ABU Alumni  Nat ional  
Association. 
Other members of the Executive 
included: 

1. Braide Olufunmilayo, 
Deputy President

2. Princess Henrientta Ingo 
Ogan, National Ex-Officio

3. Arch. Ibrahim Sani Khalli, 
National Secretary General

4. Lateef Saka Abdulsalam, 
N a t i o n a l  A s s i s t a n t  
Secretary

5. Arch. Abdu Usman, mnia, 
National Vice President, 
North East 

6. Wale Adetola  Akintade, 
National Vice President, 
South West 

7. Mrs.  Faustina Igbasi  
Nwanyanwa, National 
Vice President, South East 

8. David Edughom Lambert, 
National Vice President, 
South-South

9. Arch Quadri Nuruddeen 
Lanke, National Vice 
President, North Central 

10. Eng. Maimaje I. A., FNSE, 
FNIM, FNIAE, Treasurer

11. Hosea Yashim Boman, 
N a t i o n a l  F i n a n c i a l  
Secretary 

12. Dr. Haruna M. Jumare, 
FCNA, Ph.D,  FCPA, 
F I P F M ,  M N I M  
MARADIN ZAZZAU, 
National Internal Auditor

13. Mahmud  Muhammed  
D a n j u m a ,  M N E S ,  
MPPAN, National Social 
Welfare.

INTERVIEW WITH THE 
ABU ALUMNI NATIONAL  
PRESIDENT:
 
ABU News: Sir, you have been an 
active Alumni Executive for long, 
now you were elected as the ABU 
Alumni President what is your 
vision for the new National 
Executive Committee (NEC) of the 
Alumni Association?

Dr. Mora: Thank you. It is true that 
I have been associated with ABU 
Alumni Association at township, 
chapter and branch levels as the 
case may be for more than thirty 
(30) years. I was the Assistant 
Secretary of the Zaria branch 
around 1984 when we had the Late 
Mr. Adejumo as our Zaria Branch 
Chairman. I started the first friendly 
based chapter of the ABU Alumni 
Association with some colleagues 
in the Faculty of Pharmaceutical 
Sciences in 1994 and was given the 
privilege and honour of being the 
interim National Chairman, 
National Chairman and now 
Chairman Board of Trustees (BoT) 
of the ABU Pharmacy Alumni 
Association (ABUPAA). I was an 
active member of the FCT branch 
when I was the Registrar/CEO of 
the Pharmacists Council of Nigeria 
(PCN) for two (2) full terms 
totaling eight (8) years from 2003 to 
2012. I was elected Deputy 
National President (DNP) in 2010, 

tha position I held till 15  August, 
2015 when I was unanimously 
elected, unopposed as the new 
Na t iona l  P res iden t  o f  t he  
Association for a two year term in 
the first instance, which is 
renewable.

From the foregoing, it is 
evident in the politics of ABU 
Alumni that I am not a new comer in 

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

Arc. Mohammed Dewu, Pro-Chancellor & Chairman, 
ABU Governing Council, delivering a lecture at the event

Prof. Ibrahim Garba, Vice Chancellor, Ahmadu Bello University, 
delivering his keynote address
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the politics of ABU Alumni 
Association whether at the 
Township, State, Chapter or 
National level as the case may be.

My vision for this Association 
will not be different from the vision 
of the Association as provided in 
the constitution. However, to 
answer your question, my vision for 
the Association is one with full 
compliments of branches in all the 
States of the Federation, Zaria and 
the FCT as well as in all the twelve 
(12) faculties of the University as 
chapters. In other words, my vision 
i s  to  e s t ab l i sh  o r  r ev ive ,  
State/Township/Faculty branches 
and chapters wherever they might 
be, I want to see our members in all 
these branches or chapters fully 
participating as fully registered 
members in the affairs of the 
Association for the improvement of 
learning, teaching, research and 
communi ty  se rv ice  in  the  
University, I am embarking on 
membership drive throughout the 
country at both branches and 
chapter levels. Sometimes in 
October, 2015, the new National 
Executive Committee (NEC) 
organized a workshop for Deans, 
Deputy Deans, Assistant Deans, 
Heads of Department and Faculty 
officers of the University with the 

objective of sensitizing them to 
establish or revive their respective 
faculty based chapters as provided 
by the constitution. I delivered the 
keynote address to kick – start the 
workshop whose topic is The 
Establishment and Revival of 
Faculty – Based Chapters as 
Instruments for a Dynamic ABU 
Alumni Association. It was a most 
successful workshop which the 
Vice Chancellor, Professor Ibrahim 
Garba chaired, many Deans, their 
Deputies, Assistants, Heads of 
Departments, (HODs), Faculty 
officers and Directors from all 
nooks and corners of the University 

ndattended. As fate will have it, on 2  
November, 2015 the Faculty of 
Agriculture hosted its first 
Homecoming and meeting to 
inaugurate the ABU Agriculture 
Alumni Association, we will want 
all the faculties to do the same. The 
A h m a d u  B e l l o  U n i v e r s i t y  
Pharmacy Alumni Association 
(ABUPAA) has set the pace in 1994 
and we have seen what the Faculty 
benefited from the intervention of 
the Pharmacy graduated of the old 
school of Pharmacy, Zaria; 
Department of Pharmacy and 
Pharmacology Faculty of Science, 
and from the present Faculty of 
Pharmaceutical Sciences.

ABU News: Sir, for all these years 

of your service in the leadership, 
what are the success stories you 
want to share?

Dr. Mora: There are many success 
stories I would like to share in terms 
of my intervention to ABU Zaria as 
an executive of the ABU Alumni 
Association whether at the 
Township, ABUPAA, FCT and 
Kaduna branches or the National 
Executive Committee (NEC). They 
are many and I refer you to my book 
with the title “The Contributions of 
Students and Alumni Associations 
in Promoting Pharmacy Education 
and Practice in Nigeria (2014) 
which I presented to the public on 

th
17  May, 2015. Some of the success 
stories are in the paper I referred to 
earlier which I presented during the 

thworkshop of Friday, 30  October, 
2015 at the Assembly Hall of the 
Main Campus, Samaru, Zaria. 
However, on specifics I will 
mention the building of the three 
twin 250 seat capacity Gabriel 
Osuide lecture theatre by the Taraba 
State Government under the 
auspices of the ABUPAA which I 
am leading. It cost the Taraba State 
Government, whose Governor 
Pharmacist Danbaba Danfulani 
Suntai, a 1984 Pharmacy graduate, 

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

Princess Henrietta Ingo Ogan, former National President, 
ABU Alumni Association, speaking at the occasion 

Alhaji Dauda Birma, The Sarkin Gabas of Adamawa,
Former Minister of Education, Federal Republic of Nigeria 
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a whopping N300 million (Three 
Hundred Million Naira only) to 
build, the lecture theatre was 

thcommissioned on 15  October, 
2011 by the Taraba State Governor 
himself. We had through the 
ABUPAA improved the water flow 
into the laboratories of the faculty 
through sinking of boreholes; 
provision of pumping machines and 
integrated pipes. A brand new car 
was brought and presented to the 
Dean for his official duties in 2008 
etc.

ABU News: Sir, What plans do you 
have as the ABU Alumni President 
towards mobilizing support to your 
Alma-Mata? 

Dr. Mora: Like I said previously I 
will focus on membership drive as a 
priority. This is due to the fact that 
we would encourage and motivate 
all Alumni members wherever they 
are to cultivate the habit of “giving” 
or payback to the University to 

augment the University's meager 
resources. Resources mobilization 
from amongst the many high net 
worth members of the Association 
to advance learning, teaching 
research and community service 
remains paramount among our key 
objectives and to also begin with, 
members of the NEC must show 
good example in this refund. Every 
member of NEC is encouraged to 
intervene at the branch and/or 
chapter levels. This way he/she 
could ask other Alumni members to 
do the same. Mark you; the NEC 
members made sacrifices with their 
t ime,  energy,  intel lect  and 
financially to advance the cause of 
the Association. What is needed is 
full commitment to the cause of 
ABU Alumni and the University 
itself. Whatever we do, it is payback 
to our own great institution. We are 
what we are now for having 
graduated from the University. We 
m u s t  t h e r e f o r e  b e  g o o d  
ambassadors of the University 
wherever we are.

ABU News: Mr. President, on a 
final note what is your advice to all 
ABU Alumni both at home and in 
the Diaspora toward reviving the 
past glories of ABU?

Dr. Mora: My advice is nothing 
other than for all Alumni members 
of the Association to contribute to 
the University through projects or 
financial as payback, we have 
derived tremendous knowledge in 
this great University let us join 
hands together and build an even 
greater ABU. We are the biggest the 
m o s t  i n  t e r m s  o f  h a v i n g  
representatives among the students 
or staff list, individuals from every 
Local Government Area (LGA) of 
the country. All graduates of ABU 
should be worthy ambassadors that 
should at all times be proud of their 
University. By coming together 
branches and chapter levels, the 
predicament of the University 
presently needs a total rescue and 
among the many stakeholders to do 
so is the ABU Alumni Association.

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
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graduate of Ahmadu Bello 
University should have Abeen a happier person as a 

student or for him /her to come back 
as it were in his/her involvement 
with Alumni activities at branch or 
even national levels after leaving the 
university.”

Dr. Ahmed Tijjani Mora, the 
National President, Ahmadu Bello 
University Alumni Association, 
mentioned that in a paper entitled 
“The Establishment and Revival of 
Facu l ty–based  Chapte r s  as  
Instruments for a Dynamic ABU 
Alumni Association” during a 
workshop organized by the National 
Executive Committee (NEC) for 
Deans, Directors, Deputy Deans, 
Heads of the Departments and 
Faculty Officers, at the Institution's 
Assembly Hall.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  M o r a ,  
establishment of a Faculty-based 
chapter is one of those instruments 
that could promote the feeling of 
payback and motivate students to 
aspire to do the same after 
graduation. More so, through the 
Faculty-based Alumni Associations 

resources are pooled together from 
the Alumni members who are united 
for having graduated from the same 
faculty.

He also said there are  many 
advantages in the formation of 
F a c u l t y – b a s e d  A l u m n i  
Associations, such as serving as a 
forum for advancing greater 
understanding between teaching 
and non-teaching staff of the 
Faculty, and graduates of the faculty 
on the other hand towards the 
speedy attainment of the objectives 
of the faculty, and also to  provide an 
avenue for graduates of the faculty 
and their friends to contribute 
towards the promotion of teaching, 
learning ,research and community 
service in the faculty.

He further said Faculty-based 
Alumni Association presents a 
platform along with the branches 
and the NEC of the ABU Alumni 
Association, which augment the 
efforts of the larger university in the 
promotion of teaching, learning, 
research and community service.

The paper noted that many 
faculty graduates could intervene in 
augmenting the efforts of the 

university to promote the standard 
of the institution, which all the 
faculties need assistance due to the 
large number of staff and students in 
their staff and admission lists, 
respectively.

The Vice Chancellor, Professor 
Ibrahim Garba, called on the 
University Alumni to come back to 
their Alma Mata and contribute their 
own quota in transforming the 
institution, pointing out that it is the 
wish of the management to see the 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  A l u m n i  
scholarship for the needy students 
more especially the female students, 
and to also take care of the feeding 
issue of the younger ones.

P r o f e s s o r  G a r b a ,  w h i l e  
commenting on the paper presented 
said, the ABU Alumni Chapter has 
contributed to the university 
immensely in so many areas.

Earlier In her remark, the 
C h a i r p e r s o n  o f  t h e  L o c a l  
Organizing Commit tee ,  Dr.  
Maryam A. Muktar said the theme is 
timely conceived in view of the fact 
that, the newly elected ABU Alumni 
NEC earnestly desire to reposition 
the association and address a 
number of challenges facing the 
Alma Mata.

Dr. Maryam said the aim of the 
workshop is to sensitize the 
faculties to establish or revive their 
faculty–based chapters in reaching 
o u t  t o  s t a k e h o l d e r s  a n d  
distinguished Alumni at various 
levels to gather fresh ideas and 
newer perspectives towards 
overcoming the many challenges of 
the Alma Mata of the Institution. 

She also said the workshop 
would increase awareness of the 
activities of the Association and the 
need to join hands for harnessing of 
resources to enhance teaching, 
learning, research and community 
services in the faculties.

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

Alumni NEC Meeting: Towards Establishment 
and Revival of Faculty–Based Chapters

By Nafisa Ahmad Muhammad

“

Dr. Ahmed Tijjani Mora, National President, ABU Alumni Association
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nother page was opened 
in the history of the ANational  Board for  

Arabic and Islamic Studies 
(NBAIS) in July, 2015 when the 
Vice Chancellor, Ahmadu Bello 
University, Zaria, Professor 
Ibrahim Garba commissioned the 
temporary headquarters of the 
board located at the Gaskiya 
Layout Zaria along the famous 
Barewa College, provided by 
ABU, Zaria. 

The board was earlier housed 
by the University within its 
campus, specifically at the 
Institute of Education. 

Addressing the gathering, the 
Vice Chancellor, Professor 
Ibrahim Garba challenged the 
board on developing 'ajami 
script', which he opined has to be 

d e v e l o p e d  f u r t h e r.  T h i s ,  
according to Professor Garba, 
wou ld  enab le  NBAIS  to  
incorporate the Tsangaya school 
system, carry it along and 'certify' 
it.”

He said, “the contributions 
and efforts of late Sardauna of 
Sokoto and premier of the 
northern region, Sir Ahmadu 
Bello, was responsible for the 
creation of this board. So, the 
discharge of duties for this board 
is a collective one. Thus, “I 
pledge we have to work together 
to ensure its success.” Professor 
Garba vowed. 

Garba regretted that, “for a 
board with this long history to 
still be struggling, sincerely has to 
be questioned.”

He, however expressed 
appreciation on the contributions 
of the board so far. And joined all 
earlier speakers in the occasion 
for their prayers for the repose of 
the soul of late Sir Ahmadu Bello.

In his remark, His Highness, 
the Emir of Zazzau, Alhaji Shehu 
Idris represented by Sarkin Fadan 
Zazzau, Alhaji Abbas Ahmadu 
Patika, commended the relentless 
efforts of ABU, Zaria and 
NBAIS. “The importance of the 
existence of this institution in our 
own domain need not be 
overemphasized. We pray for 
Allah (SWT) to show us another 
day for the commissioning of the 
permanent headquarters of 
N B A I S . ”  H i s  H i g h n e s s  
remarked. 

NEWS

Vice Chancellor Commissions Temporary Headquarters 
of NBAIS, Makes Case for 'Ajami Script’
By Ahmadu A. Is'haq

ABU ABU NEWS   |   DECEMBER 2015   |   A PUBLICATION OF AHMADU BELO UNIVERSITY, ZARIA                           23



he South Korean Embassy 
in conjunction with the TStudents Affairs Unit of the 

University organized an interactive 
session with Students. The 
interaction drew a large turnout. 
The South Korean Ambassador, 
His Excellency, Mr Noh Kyun Duk, 
along with his entourage had earlier 
on arrival at the University paid a 
cour tesy cal l  on the  Vice  
Chancellor Professor Ibrahim 
Garba. 

The session was conducted in 
series, a lecture, followed by 
question and answer session. The 
lecture which was delivered by His 
Excellency, the Ambassador, 
opened with a brief history of the 
Korean heritage, narrating how 
Korea was a huge dynasty of over 
5000 years old when the Joseon 
dynasty was established in 1392, 
before it was destroyed and 
restored in 1861.

The Ambassador stated that in 
1910 the Japanese took over and 
ruled the dynasty up to 1945, the 
same year the American and 
Russian colonial masters occupied 
the southern and northern part of 
K o r e a ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y.  T h e  
Americans proposed a democratic 
election and rule of government, 
which was accepted by the 
Southern but rejected by the 
Northern Korea. This brought 
about what today is known as South 
Korea and North Korea.

The Ambassador continued by 
saying that as the south accepted to 
join the United Nations and agreed 
to have a national assembly 
elections and eventually their first 
democratic president, the north 
rejected popular democracy and 
stuck to communism in alliance 
with the then Soviet Union. This 
division precipitated the Korean 

th
civil war that started on the 25  of 
June 1950.

Sixteen member countries of 
the United Nations sent in troops to 
help South Korea repel the 
Northern troops, before an 
agreement was reached and the war 

thcame to an end on 27  July 1953 
after an estimated three million 
lives were lost.

The Ambassador stressed on 
highlighting this brief history, as 
according to him Nigeria and Korea 
share almost the same historical 
experience ranging from colonial 
then military rule before the advent 
of full democracy in the two 
countries.

The lecture further sheded light 
on the aftermath of the war in terms 
of reconstruction, development and 
what they termed as the miracle of 
the country's famous Han river. He 
mentioned the relevance of 
education and human resources as 
the major catalyst in any country's 
development, saying that for a 
country with agrarian background, 

it is important for the government 
to make utmost use of its human 
resources. He stated that education 
is the best gift to any child, and that 
even during the war in Korea, 
parents still sent their children to 
school.

The Ambassador stated some 
of the factors responsible for any 
country 's  development  and 
prosperity as good governance and 
strong leadership. Adding that 
government in South Korea 
provides its citizens with the raw 
materials to build what they needed 
the most. 

All the government does is to 
come back and evaluate the work 
done, therefore they use people 
centred development strategy 
which is to encourage people's 
participation, give them a sense of 
belonging and the feeling of 
owning their projects, that way the 
people would take care of and own 
the projects. 

As the country's population 
size increased, the government 
improvised by introducing the 

NEWS

Students Interactive Session 
with South Korean Ambassador
By Zainab Abdullahi Musa

The South Korean Ambassador, Mr. Noh Kyun Duk, flanked by the Dean, Students Affairs, 
Prof. M.S. Shehu and Deputy Dean, Dr. Yusuf Ahmed during the interactive session 
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needle factory which eventually 
became the South Korean biggest 
export source of income, and also 
by having free trade agreements 
and policies, it increased their trade 
network. He however lamented that 
South Korea is yet to have a free 
trade agreement with any African 
country to date.

The Ambassador went ahead to 
explain South Korea's relationship 
with Nigeria. He stated that the 
relationship started in  1982 when 
the first set of delegates from South 
Korea paid an official visit to 
Nigeria. Over the years, other 
South Korean delegations visited in 
2000 and 2006 precisely. In 2012 
during the Nuclear Security 
Summit, delegates from Nigeria 
visited South Korea to strengthen 
t h e  a l r e a d y  e s t a b l i s h e d  
relationship.

The Ambassador went ahead to 
mention that the relationship 
between Nigeria and South Korea 
had thus far been fruitful. He 
mentioned that the South Korean 
Government had over the years 
made grants worth 8.65 million 
Naira available to some Nigerian 
Institutions between the years 2010 
t o  2 0 1 4  f o r  t r a i n i n g  o n  
implementing a paperless work 
environment, through the purchase 
of digital equipment. He stated that, 
what Nigerians require is exposure 
to what is happening in the 
developed world globally.

 He added that part of the South 
Korean  success  s tory  was  
decreasing the use of paper in their 
country and engaging everybody 
on e-transactions and digitization 
of the processes of governance, 
schools and organizations. He 
mentioned that South Korea had 
assisted in building model schools 
around some states both in the 
northern and the southern part of 
Nigeria. Korean culture was 
included in the school curriculum, 
the aim of which was to develop the 
s t u d e n t s '  m i n d s  t o w a r d s  
developmental ideas.  

At the end of the lecture 

session, the Dean, Students Affairs 
expressed grat i tude to  the 
Ambassador and thanked him for 
finding time to deliver such an 
extensive lecture. Four (4) students 
were given the opportunity to ask 
questions. The questions asked 
were similar, but centered on the 
strategies Nigeria needed to adopt 
for development and growth.  The 
Ambassador had this to say: “The 
Nigerian government needs to 
diversify its economy, it needs to 
repackage its goods and services in 
order to sell for higher prices by 
in t roduc ing  t echno logy  in  
packaging and re-branding of its 

goods and services.”
Further stating that, the country 

needs to combat corruption and 
harness its electricity supply, 
indulge more in agricultural 
activities, and as a strategy of 
fighting corruption ensure all 
government financial transactions 
are done with real names, and be 
reported back to a central 
coordinating office. Finally, and 
most importantly, a complete 
perception, ideology and attitude 
change is needed in the country 
from its people for success to 
manifest in the development of the 
country.

NEWS

A participant at the interactive session, asking a question during the Q&A session

Group photograph with the South Korean Ambassador after the interactive session 
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retreat for postgraduate 
students of Ahmadu ABello University, Zaria 

with a theme, “implementation 
of the revised Regulations 
Governing Higher Degree 
Studies in ABU, took place at the 
SPGS Auditorium. 

It featured presentations by 
resource persons from different 
faculties. Five (5) papers were 
presented: The first paper was 
“Management of Postgraduate 
Studies at Faculties” by Dr. 
Okubanjo. The second paper was 
presented by Professor Adebisi 
t i t l e d :  M a n a g e m e n t  o f  
Postgraduate Studies in the 
Departments; the third paper was 
on the Role of SPGS in 
Mediation of Postgraduate 
Disputes, by Professor Bawa, the 
Deputy Dean, Main Campus; the 
fourth paper was presented by 
the Dean, School of Postgraduate 
Studies, Professor K.Z. Hassan 
(now former) on Highlights of 
Revised PG Guidelines. And the 
fifth and last paper was presented 
by the Acting Registrar, Mallam 
Rabiu Isma'ila, represented by 
Mallam Rabiu (Head MIS), titled 
Portal Management for PG 
Studies and Students. 

Though there was room for 
discussion after each paper 
presented, the representative of 
p o s t g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s '  
representative council (PRC) 
was also invited to make a 
presentation. This was done by 
the Secretary General of the 
Council, Israel Oguche (now 
former). 

In addition, an interactive 
session took place to allow 
further deliberation of issues 
between the students and the 
SPGS. 

NEWS

SPGS Conduct Retreat For Students

two-day workshop aimed at Abuilding requisite capacity 
for effective and efficient 
integrated marketing and sales 
programmes targeted at improved 
sales, was organised for the 
Ahmadu Bello University Press 
Limited which took place at the 
main conference room of the 
c e n t r e  o f  e x c e l l e n c e  o n  
development communication. 

The lead facilitator and 
Acting University Librarian, Dr. 
Abdullahi J. Musa engaged the 
participants in a presentation 
generally tagged as “Developing 
and Implementing Effective and 
Efficient Integrated Marketing 
and Sales Programme for 
Improved Sales, Revenue and 
Profitability.” 

The workshop was divided 
into five modules for two days. 
On the first day, it delved into 
marketing, marketing concepts, 
and marketing myopia. While 
module two tackled marketing 
plan, and module three was on 
components  of  market ing 
strategy. 

On the second day, 2 modules 
were taught as continuation from 

the first 3 modules, that is module 
4 and 5 respectively, with the 
fourth module on sales plan of 
action and customer services; 
knowledge and skills. And the 
f i f th  module  focused  on  
advertising strategy and tactics. 

In his remark at the venue of 
the workshop, the deputy Vice 
Chancellor administration and 
chairman board of directors of 
ABU Press, Professor Ibrahim 
Na'iya Sada commended the 
initiative and encouraged the 
participants to be very serious. “I 
advise you to be very serious, 
listen attentively and improve 
y o u r  k n o w l e d g e ,  s k i l l s ,  
understanding and ideas. I wish 
you a successful outing.” 
Professor Sada remarked. 

On his side, the Acting 
Managing Director of ABU Press 
Limited, Qassim Shika, thanked 
the Deputy Vice Chancellor 
(admin) and pledged to take the 
participants along in ensuring 
effective service delivery in the 
company. 

It is hoped that ABU Press 
Limited will come up with new 
ideas that will improve the 
company's business scope and 
fortune, he said. 

2-Day Capacity Building Workshop for 
Management and Senior Staff of ABU Press Ltd

Stories by Ahmadu A. Is'haq

A cross section of participants at the retreat
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he Accreditation Team 
from the Council for the TR e g u l a t i o n  o f  

E n g i n e e r i n g  i n  N i g e r i a  
(COREN) led by Engineer 
Abdulwahab Gani, visited 
Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria 
to assess the running, standard of 
practice and improvement in the 
teaching and learning of 
E lec t r ica l  and  Computer  
Communication Engineering. 

The panel, in its comments, 
described the two departments as 
safe and conducive for effective 
teaching and learning, adding 
that they were highly impressed 
b y  t h e  s t a n d a r d  o f  t h e  
departments in maintaining 

ethics of practice that is in line 
with the NUC guidelines, 
particularly in the areas of staff 
development programme, staff-
student relationship, marking 
schemes, adequate classrooms, 
staff offices and well-stocked 
libraries.

However, the team made the 
following recommendations: the 
need to employ more technical 
staff to handle the laboratories 
adequately, for all the staff and 
technicians to register with the 
COREN and also to attend 
seminars and workshops so as to 
maintain the culture and sustain 
the facilities on ground.

The  Vice  Chance l lo r,  
Professor Ibrahim Garba who 

was represented by the Deputy 
Vice Chancellor Academics, 
Professor Bako Amans, thanked 
the team for the visit and assured 
them of  the  univers i ty ' s  
commitment towards taking note 
o f  a l l  t h e  s u g g e s t i o n s ,  
observations and comments 
made by the team during the 
accreditation exercise.

NEWS

COREN Accreditation Panel Visits ABU
By Nafisa Ahmad Muhammad

They are highly impressed 
by the way things are in 

the departments in 
maintaining standard of 

practice that is in line with 
the NUC guidelines

“

The COREN Accreditation Team in a group photograph with the Deputy Vice Chancellor, Academics, Prof. E.B. Amans 
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he office of the Vice-
Chancellor is at all times Ta bee-hive of activities, 

during the quarter of this report, a 
number of dignitaries and 
corporate bodies paid visits to the 
Vice-Chancellor. A rundown of 
t h e  v i s i t s  i n c l u d e :  T h e  
Honourable Minister of industry, 
Trade and Investment Mr 
Olusegun O. Aganga who said he 
was delighted to be in the 
University. He thanked the Vice 
Chancellor for the warm 
reception, while looking forward 
to working more with the 
Institution. His visit was to 
commission the Sugarcane Bio-
F a c t o r y  a t  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  
Agricultural Research, Ahmadu 
Bello University, Zaria.

The Institute of Chartered 
Accountants of Nigeria (ICAN) 
was among the early callers to 
pay a courtesy visit to the Vice 

Chancellor on his assumption of
office, during the visit the leaders 
of the Institute mentioned they 
intend to maintain the existing 
cordial relationship between the 
university and the institute.

The Pharmaceutical Council 
of Nigeria (PCN) also paid a 
similar visit  to the Vice 
Chancellor. The leader of the 
delegation and Chairman of the 
Council, Mr Bruno Nwanko 
thanked the University for its 
immense  cont r ibu t ion  to  
pharmaceutical education in the 
country and wished the Vice 
Chancellor a successful tenure.

Skye Bank was the first bank 
to visit the Vice Chancellor. The 
Regional Director Malam Kawu 
Muhammad, congratulated 
Professor Ibrahim Garba and 
promised to embark on a 
corporate social responsibility 
project within the campus that 
would strengthen the ongoing 

 

 

relationship the bank is enjoying 
with the Institution.

A Sterling Bank team headed 
b y  M a l a m  A b d u l k a r i m  
Muhammad, the Regional 
Corporate Executive also paid a 
courtesy visit to the Vice 
Chancellor to wish him a 
successful tenure.

First Bank Nigeria (FBN) 
team headed by Malam Idris 
Ibrahim Ado, the Group Head-
North Central to visit the Vice 
Chancellor. They promised to 
maintain the cordiality between 
the bank and the university, also 
to improve on the standard of 
their services to the university.

A team from United Bank of 
Africa (UBA) headed by Mallam 
Abubakar Bello, the Group 
Head-North during their visit to 
the Vice Chancellor proposed to 
be given an opportunity to make 
a presentation to the university 
management on a later date.

NEWS

News in Brief
By Zainab Abdullahi Musa

The Vice Chancellor, Prof. Ibrahim Garba receiving a gift 
from Skye Bank Regional Director, Malam Kawu Muhammad

The Vice Chancellor in a group photograph with First Bank Nigeria team on a 
courtesy call, led by the Group Head, North Central, Malam Idris Ibrahim Ado 
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The team from Access bank 
was led by Malam Abubakar 
Kaita, the Zonal Head Kaduna, 
who also congratulated the Vice 
Chancellor and wished him a 
successful tenure. 

The Divisional Head North 
West of Guarantee Trust bank 
(GTB) Malam Ahmed Lawi 
Liman prayed that God guides 
and protect the Vice Chancellor 
in his endeavours and promised 
improvement in their existing 
relationship.

Dr Pauline Grys, a teaching 
coordinator from University of 
Heidelberg in Germany also paid 
a visit to the Vice Chancellor to 
re-establish the collaboration 
b e t w e e n  t h e  F a c u l t y  o f  
Pharmaceutical Sciences and the 
University of Heidelberg.

Association of Nigerian 
U n i v e r s i t y  P r o f e s s i o n a l  
Administrators (ANUPA) and 
National Association of Nurses 
and  Midwives  who pa id  
individual visits to the Vice 
Chancellor, congratulated him 
and urged for his administration's 
support and assistance in 
carrying out their activities in the 
University.

two centres is a matter of 
concern and the success of 
energy research in the country 
depends on these centres. 
However, the Vice Chancellor 
assured the delegation to look 
into matters that need urgent 
attention in the centre and give it 
utmost priority, in order to 
utilize the opportunity given to 
the people here and to serve the 
environment with experience 
and other benefits. 

T h e  d e l e g a t i o n  a l s o  
proposed that joint advocacy be 
developed with the university 
t o w a r d s  i n i t i a t i n g  n e w  
programmes on nuclear research 
and introducing same to the 
univers i ty  curr iculum to  
produce a better generation of 
scientists in future. 

Professor Ibrahim Garba 
expressed his appreciation to 
members of the delegation for 
finding time to visit ABU. He 
was also pleased by their 
innova t ive  th ink ing  and  
operation as well. 

h e  Vi c e - C h a n c e l l o r ,  TProfessor Ibrahim Garba 
said he is aware of the ongoing 
project at the Centre for Energy 
Research, and the centre's 
partnership with the Atomic 
Energy  Commiss ion  has  
enabled it to continue to grow. 
The Vice Chancellor mentioned 
this during the courtesy visit 
paid to him by a delegation from 
the Atomic Energy Commission 
in his office. He also said such 
partnership with the university is 
important and gratifying, he 
assured the delegates he and the 
ABU management would do all 
i t  takes to maintain the 
collaborations between the 
centre and the commission. He 
acknowledged the International 
reputation of the Commission 
and charged it to live up to its 
responsibilities of nurturing the 
two energy research projects in 
the country. 

Adding that, the issue of 
funding and maintenance of the 

NEWS

The Vice Chancellor, Prof. Ibrahim Garba, receiving a gift 
from the Group Head, UBA Bank, Malam Abubakar Bello

Prof. Ibrahim Garba in a chat with Dr Pauline Grys from Heidelberg
University, Germany, when she paid him a courtesy visit

VC Applauds Atomic Energy 
Commission on Progressive Partnership
By Zainab Abdullahi Musa
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h e  S o u t h  K o r e a n  
Ambassador to Nigeria TMr. Noh Kyun Duk has 

expressed willingness to partner 
with Ahmadu Bello University to 
promote academic and cultural 
collaboration between South 
Korea and the University in the 
areas of culture, the martial arts 
and Korean language.

He added that the South 
Korean Embassy, as part of its 
mandate on cultural exchange 
with Nigeria, would organize a 
cultural performance that would 
display vintage Korean culture in 
Abuja within the year 2015. He 
stated that  the Embassy had 
invited the Department of 
Theatre and Performing Arts to 
showcase Nigerian culture 
during the event.

Mr. Noh further stated that 
South Korea would share its 
experience in areas of culture, 
science and technology with the 
university. He added, ‘Nigeria 

had stood out in Agriculture 
among African countries.’ He 
commended the role played by 
Nigeria in resolving conflicts in 
Africa, which he stated, should 
be emulated by other African 
countries.

In his response, the Vice 
Chancellor, Professor Ibrahim 
Garba expressed  appreciation to 
the South Korean Ambassador 

and his entourage for the visit. 
The Vice Chancellor also 
expressed great appreciation for 
the collaboration between the 
Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria 
a n d  t h e  S o u t h  K o r e a n  
Government.

The Vice Chancellor also 
mentioned that the university 
would always be accommodative 
to the embassy.

NEWS

South Korean Ambassador Pledges 
Greater Cultural Ties 
By Nafisa Ahmad Muhammad

he Hungarian Ambassador TProfessor G. Ternak visited 
the university. During his visit, 
the Vice Chancellor expressed 
gratitude to the Embassy for 
working towards facilitating the 
establishment of mutually 
benef ic ia l  co l l abora t ions  
be tween  ABU and  some 
Hungarian Universities. 

MUTUAL ACADEMIC COLLABORATIONS BETWEEN ABU AND HUNGARIAN UNIVERSITIES

By Zainab Abdullahi Musa

The South Korean Ambassador, Mr. Noh Kyun Duk, explaining a point to the Vice
Chancellor, Prof. Ibrahim Garba, during the courtesy call

The Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Ibrahim Garba, flanked by the Hungarian Ambassador, 
Prof. G. Ternak and members of his delegation
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